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CRMC Forms Coastal Zone Management L--;::EI{DE TH'SE S
BE Partners with

Pﬂf‘tﬂﬂrﬁ‘hip With IHdﬂHESf{I Tademesia CAM Program J

Section 312 Final Evaluation
Findings for BRI CRMP

ARRAGANSETT — The smallest state in the union and one of the lurgest
archipelagos on the planet forged a five-year parinership 1o share their coastal
zone management expertise when the CRMC signed a Memorandum of Under i'm:ﬁnmt.:llr:i om IJfl:df__-‘ll'lt_—’ A
standing te that effect on September 30, 2000 at the Coastal Resources Center. by CRMC Chair Tikoian i

Coastal Pelluton Curncalum

This new venture grew from the Indonesia Coastal Resources Management Project | for Middle Schools G
(CRMP}, a seven-year coastal management project jointly funded by the US Agency |7 Tpdated Comact List -
for International Development and the Government of Indonesia. This project 15 | o g1 Harbor Masters !
implemented through the University of Rhode Island’s Coastal Resources Center. = ==
The MOLI is on page three of this issue. Section 312 Final

Evaluation
Findings A

S ection 312 of the federal
Coastal Zone Management
Act of 1972, as amended
(CZMA ), requires NOAA's Office
of Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management (OCEM) to conduct
periodic evaluations of the
g performance ol states and
territories with federally-approved
coastal management programs,
As such, an OCRM Evaluation
Team conducted a site visil to
Rhode Tsland during April 17-21,
2000 o assess the performance of
the state’s coastal resources
_ _ B o ot management program (CRMP}
CRM( Exeeutive Director Grover Fupate signs the MOU that makes Rhode Island | for the period October 1996
| and Indonesia coastal zone management partners. Looking on are co-signers  through April 2000. The team
Michael Tikotan (1), Chair, CRMC, and Dr. fr. Rokhmin Dahuri (r), Director General, | copsisted of two QCRM officials,
Directorate for Coastal Beaches and Small Islands Affairs, Ministry of Marine Affairs
and Fisheries.

Marjorie Ernst of the Director’s
{Office, and Helen Farr, Coastal
Management Specialist, Coastal
Programs Division. Steve Oivanki, Chief of the Mississippi Coastal Management Program was also selected as part of the
team to provide a state CRMP perspective to the evaluation.

As a basis to assess Rhode Island’s CRMP the OCEM team contacted nearly 40 individuals that represented a wide range
of interests: CRMC’s Executive Director and staff, CRMC Council members, Rhode Island state and federal legislators,
federal, state, and local governmental agency representatives, academics, and representatives of several non-governmental
interest groups.

) {eantinied on page 2)



{eontinued from page one)

A final evaluation report was produced by OCRM that
assessed the CRMP in terms of Program Accomplishments,
and reported their Findings and Recommendations.

Program Accomplishments

Numerous CRMC regulatory initiatives are cited as enhance-
ments to the CRMP: 1) developing a State Programmatic
General Permit to streamline CRMC and US Army Corps of
Engineers jurisdiction; 2) promulgating Rules and Regulations
governing the Protection and Management of Freshwater
Wetlands in the Vicinity of the Coast; and, 3) A or revisions
to Harbor Management Plan guidance and regulations. The
repart also notes that CRMC continues to lead the nation in
its efforts to apply Special Arca Management Plans as effective
tools to cooperatively manage coastal resources with all levels
of government, the public, and academia.

CRMCs efforts to protect submerged aquatic vegetation
(SAV), and develop a coordinated coastal habitar restoration
program (see Coastal Features Volume 8, Number 4) are
recognized as important steps toward fostering a cooperative
approach to coastal resource protection. Regarding SAV, the
report states that CRMC has taken the initial step of
designating conservation arcas within the bay and specifically
within the boundary of the Narragansett Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve. The report also notes that the
efforts of CRMC and its partners - the RI Department of
Environmental Management (RIDEM) and Save The Bay -
toward developing a coastal habitat restoration program,
“received a substantial boost.,.(through) a competitive grant
to develop the Rhode Island Coastal Habitat Restoration Plan

Coastal Features is
published by the RI
Coastal Resources
Management Council. It is
financed in part by a
grant from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration pursuant
to the Coastal Zone
Management Act, as
amended, This issue of
Coastal Features was
edited by Kevin R. Cute.
To comment on any article
or to make address
changes please contact
the CRMC.

and Information System.”

Public trust advances such
as the incorporation of public
access as an element to be
addressed by local govern-
ments when updating their
harbor management plans
are also acknowledged as
enhancing the CRMP. OFf
particular note is the
approval of Rhode [sland’s
coastal nonpoint source
pollution control program.
The full approval granted by
NOAA and the EPA during
April 2000 made Rhode Is-
land only the second state in
the nation to receive such
recognition,
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Finally, the report acknowledges the CRMCs leadership role
in developing a statewide dredging and dredge material
management plan as “particularly noteworthy.” With the 1996
enactment of The Marine Infrastructure Maintenance Act
(MIMA), the CRMC was designated as the lead agency for
dredging issues in the state. The legislation mandates a siate
dredging policy, regulatory framework, and statewide dredging
and disposal plan, The CRMC has instituted an open process
for voicing stakeholder concerns and fostering public education.
As mandated by MIMA, a Technical Advisory Committee has
been formed that has served as a forum to report scientific data.
[t has also served to develop a strategic process to meet state
dredging needs in concert with a process initiated in 1993 for
the US Army Corps of Engineers to dredge the Providence River
shipping channel, But the effort is hampered by the lack of
funding or permanent stafT positions authorized by the General
Assembly to the CRMC. Budgetary constraints also affect other
clements of Rhode Islands CRMP -Jr

Findings and Recommendations

In addition to the accomplishments discussed above, five areas
were noted where Rhode Island’s CRMP could be strengthened.

. Staffing shortages: a full-time education and outreach
coordinator and a full-time dredging program development
coordinator.

2. Geographic Information System and Internet-based World
Wide Web technologies must be fully incorporated as a part of
CRMC’s program implementation.

3. The CRMC is encouraped to work with RIDEM to devise
pilot projects and joint strategies to meet shared needs for applied
research, environmental monitoring, GIS applications, and staff
support 1o provide management aversight for a growing number
of coastal restoration projects.

4, The CRMC needs to coordinate with the RIDEM 1o resolve
their approaches for regulating new and replacement individual
sewage disposal sysiems within the Salt Ponds Region and
Narrow River Special Area Management Plan areas,

3. The CRMC should work with OCRM and the National
Marine Fisheries Service to determine protocols for influencing
Fishery Management Plans via the state’s Federal Consistency
authority/work with RIDEM to investigate reincorporating
fisheries regulatory component into the CRMP. Jr
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Memorandum of Understanding
Between
Coastal Resources Management Council
. Wakefield, Rhode Island
| And
Lampung Province Planning Board (BAPPEDA), Indonesia

Whereas, the Coastal Resources Management Council {CRMC) has a 30 year history of planning and implementing an
imtegrated program for preserving, protecting, developing. and where possible restoring (he coastal resources of Rhiode 1sland
for thiz and succeeding generations; and

Whereas, Rhode [sland 15 part of the US National Oceanie and Atmospheric Administration’s National Coastal Manasement
Program and the State program is implemented through the CRMC; and

Whereas, the federal government through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the US Agency for
International Development are interested in sharing internationally the expenence of the National Coastal Management Program;
and

Whereas, the Coastal Resources Management Couneil is mterested in sharing its experienceand in learning from the experience
| of other programs around the world; and

Whereas, the Government of Indonesia is cooperating with the Government of the United States of America as partners in the
Indonesia Coastal Resources Management Project (CRMP), a seven-year coastal management project funded jointly by the
US Agency for International Development and the Government of Indonesia and implemented through the University of
Rhode lslands Coastal Resources Center; and

Whereas, the Province of Lampung is the focus for the CRMP program to manage coastal lands and waters and Lampung
BAPPEDA 15 interested in sharing its experience and in learning from the experience of other programs around the world,

Now Therefore Be It Resolved That

a)  The Coastal Resources Management Council and Prvinee of Lampung BAPPEDA agree to explore ways to share
experience and mformation related to management, restoration and protection of coasts, estuaries, bays, and water sheds,

by Cooperation may include any programmatic or scientific inmtiative thit is of mutual interest, such as:

«  Exchange visits; and
= Review of smudies and plans; and
= Other activities deemed of mutual benefit.

Implementation: Implementation of each cooperative activity shall be contingent on the approval of both parties wo undertake
the activity. Once specific activities are approved by both parties, a letter of agreement will be developed which outlines and
clearly defines the roles, responsibilities and comributions of each party in relation to the specific activity. Once signed by both
parties, this document shall serve as the operating mstrument of the cooperative activity.

Termination: Either party may, at any time, terminate this agreement.

Term: This Memorandum of Understanding shall remain valid for a petiod of five (5) years from the date of signing and can
be extended/renewed by mutual consent as evidenced by an exchange of letters to that effect,
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“Editorial

ecent commentary and op-ed pieces regarding the various proposals to dispose of the dredged material. We
Providence River Shipping Channel Maintenance are concerned that the handling and disposal of this
Diredge Project has prompted me to provide some material is done in such a way as to be environmentally
perspective not only on this subject, but also on dredging acceptable. One solution being discussed is o bury a
and dredged material disposal in Rhode Island generally. portion of the material under the channel in what 15

known as a Confined Aquatic Disposal cell, similar to
what was accomplished in Boston Harbor recently. To
get an understanding of this disposal option, the Council
and its staff, along with staft from the legislature, the
Gaovernor’s office, and Save the Bay, traveled to Boston
Harbor to witness this operation. We have also met with
the Army Corps regional commander to express our
environmental concerns. And, we have briefed and written
to our congressional delegation to keep
them informed of this project.
“We recognize the Narragansett Bay and Rhode Island’s
importance of maintaining coastal FESOUTCES are important to all ni
us. We will continue to ensure that this
project is formulated with this in mind.

As the state agency charged with the coordination of all
dredeing and dredged material management issues, the
Coastal Resources Management Council has been
extremely busy. We are legislatively responsible for the
coordination of the interests of the state with regard to
dredeing. as well as acting on behalf of the state with the
federal government and with other public bodies and
private parties with regard to dredging. Our legislation
also requires that we resolve issues related
to the maintenance of dredged material
and disposal and avoid future significant
direet and indirect adverse impacts on the
environment and economy of the state. We the marine infrastructure of

are ﬂﬂti‘fﬁi‘_\-" puI'Su[nE_ these djl'i‘:ffi.'v'l.':ﬁ.. Ih{’ S."HF(’-AFH.-" We (re

maost noticeably i the form of three major committed to seeing this However, we are also an environmental
dredging and dredged material disposal — done in an eavironmentally  regulatory agency charged with managing
initiatives. Each is extremely important sonend manmner, We are the uses that ocour I our state’s waters.
1o our state. working daily on these If dredging 1s deemed necessary to ensure
: ; , , o as e : : safe shipping and commerce, then we'll
[he first, the Providence River Shipping ~ ISSHes @ vl will m;m nite 1o st ”‘E;t Tt dredaing gy will 2
il Nk atite 5 i g do so until we have a o . s yed iy
L]]_‘m]_}‘: an“{"ani? Drﬁdgg Froject;13 comprobansiie sapotinatil the disposal of the dredged material - 1s
a significant undertaking that is necessary P : conducted in the most envirorimentatly
to ensure that Rhode Island's waterborne dredge material

. { safelv th | A sound manner in accordance with all
" W 3 NS W, 21ty o - 2 % 3
commerce 15 ransported sately through management plan in place. regulations. The CRMC and the

state waters. Last dredged in the late  However, until that time, we epartment of Environmental
sixties to early seventies. this IS yuyst move forward. Fartoo  Management are reviewing all aspects of

Narraga “Wllh_ﬂsﬁ‘ $ 21 i or : maring much is at stake not to.” this project to ensure that the project is
. i ’ ek
transportation mghway, Since that tume, completed in this way,

the channel has shoaled as much as 16 feet. Given these

conditions, navigation concerns are obvious, and the Coast We recognize the importance of mamtaining the state’s
Guard has imposed one-way traffic for the shipping maring infrastructure and have been providing the Army
channel. No one is questioning the need to dredge to Corps with research, eoordination among state and
restore the channel: we all agree that maintaining a safe municipal agencies as well as with user and environmental
and efficient navigation channel is paramount. What is groups. and policy direction to help find the most
being debated is the ultimate placement of the dredged environmentally effective solution to maintain safe
material, Along with the Department of Environmental navigation. Maintaining safe navigation ultimately
Management, we are leading such discussions with the proteets Narragansett Bay. This type of coordination also
Army Corps of Engineers - the project’s manager - 1o takes time. In fact, the Army Corps has purposely
find acceprable solutions. accepted the repeated requests of the environmental
. , y —— , ) organizations to undertake additional studies to ensure
Given its magnitude - the: project is estimated at 4.5 that its decisions for this project are sound. That has

Ii'lill'mn cubic yards - the Army Corps is considering
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required an additional two vears of work that will
culminate this Spring with their release of a final
Environmental Impact Statement. In the end, 1 believe
that we'll have the necessary information to help us make
sound decisions.

Secondly, we are studying and coordinating ways o
provide reasonable dredged material disposal options for
the marinas, vacht clubs and boatyards in our state. In
1996, the General Assembly passed the Marine
Infrastructure Maintenance Act, which designated the
CRMC as the state agency responsible o coardinate the
interests relating to dredging, and also directed the
CRMC to find an open water disposal site in Narragansett
Bay for sediments dredged from the state’s marinas, yacht
clubs and boatyards that are deemed suitable for in-water
disposal. We recognize the recreational value that
marinas, yacht clubs, and boatyards provide Rhode
Islanders, and we also recognize the value that each
provides to our tourism base. This is why it is important
to effectuate disposal options that help these industries
maintain their viability.

To help the CRMC locate potential in-water disposal sites,
the Act created the Coastal Resources Advisory
Committee. The committee was composed of
representatives from: the University of Rhode Island
Graduate School of Oceanography: the URT College of
Resources Development; the National Sea Grant College
Program; the Army Corps of Engineers; the EPA

Narragansett Bay laboratory; the CRMC; the director of

DEM; the Rhode Island Marine Trade Association; Save
the Bay; and both the Rhode Island Shellfish and Ocean
State Fishermen's Associations. This commitiee
immediately began to meet to investigate possible in-
water disposal options to meet the directive of the Act,
With the committee’s input, the CRMC commissioned a
study on dredged material disposal sites. A report was
completed and released in 1999,

And. finally, we have begun the necessary steps to
securing long-term dredged material disposal options for
all marine industry users. This actually is the last mandate
of the General Assemblys Marine Infrastructure
Maintenance Act: locate an open-water dredged material
disposal site for all marine users, Given the volumes of
data being generated through the Providence River
Shipping Channel Mamtenance Dredge Project, we have
been and will continue to work with our state and federal
partners to explore the possibility of the long-term value

of any open-water disposal site that is considered for this
project. In fact, one million dollars has been secured for
the EPA to study potential long-term dredged material
disposal sites. In addition, we are working to secure
funding for a dredge material management plan that will
provide a series of options for dredge material disposal
in¢luding upland and beneficial reuse.

We recognize the importance of maintaining the marine
infrastructure of the state. And we are committed to seeing
this done in an environmentally sound manner, We are
working daily on these issues and wall continue to do so
until we have a comprehensive coordinated dredged
material management plan in place. However, until that
time, we must move forward. Far too much is at stake
not to,

As | believe you now understand, the coastal resources
of this state arc extremely important to us. We are
committed to their protection and management, Our
federal partner. the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Office of Ceastal Resource
Management has recognized the Rhode Island Coastal
Resources Management Program as one of the best in
the country in managing its coastal resources, We have
ane of the best programs because we incorporate science
and research into management decisions. Qur review of
any subsequent dredging project will be factual and made
with a good understanding of the scientific data generated
for that project. And 1 am confident that the CRMC will
use all its resources to find the right solution for the
management of dredged material for our state. __Jr

Michael M. Tikoian, Chairman
Coastal Resources Management Council

CoARTAL FiSgo f . M AMAGEPERNT SOoOuUROIL




Pace 6

VoLume 9, Issug 2

Coastal Pollution Education Curriculum
Offered by Audubon Society of Rhode Island

‘—M_w-ﬂ-_

MITHFIELD —The Audubon Society of Rhode Island has developed a curriculum on coastal pollution for middie school

students and teachers called *Bay Animals Like it Clean and Salty,” or BALICAS for short, The curriculum was co-
authored by Sandra Ryack-Bell, Eugenia Marks, and Ellen Forman, Ms. Marks, R1 Audubon’s Director of Policy and Publications,
said that BALICAS is "based on the educational concepts in Turning Points.” a Carnegie Foundation report. She also cited
Profect 2061 Science for All Americans, by the American Association for the Advancement of Science, as an important
source for the curriculum. Said Marks, “BALICAS brings real world scientific inguiry into the classroom.”

A curriculum guide and accompanying curriculum kit introduces students and teachers to the types and sources of pollution
that degrade the water quality and natural habitats of Narragansett Bay. A major theme is the impact of pollution on the plants
and animals that make the Bay their home. The kit is intended to provide a stimulating, innovative introduction to the work of
local, regional, and national scientists and the role their research plays in the development of environmental palicies and regulations.
The BALICAS curriculum materials include a curriculum kit containing museum guality manipulative models, scientific
simulations, preserved specimens, maps, charts, audio visual materials, educational games, student handbooks. and a teachers
guide. The teachers guide includes background information on coastal processes, habitats, and coastal pollution, Classroom
activities, lesson plans, and guidelines for using the kit's various materials are also included. And there are suggestions for local
field trips to supplement the classroom activities,

In BALICAS, students will emulate the actual steps followed in scientific investigations by marine researchers, The Bay Scientist
Simulation provides a hands on experience for students to “play the role of a scientist,” from identifying problems, formulating
questions (hypotheses), developing experiments, collecting/analyzing data, and drawing conclusions based on experimental
results. To achieve this objective, and go even further by learning how to communicate scientific information to an audience,
BALICAS is organized into three parts as shown below:

Bav Scientist Simulation : Part I: Pollution in The Bay
Lesson 1: What is an Estuary?
o Theelseis divided into-seleamtifie isime Lesson 2: The Narragansett Bay Watershed
-, % + % 0
* Each team is ETVEN & O 10 JI]‘;’CHE]S&“C ! LESSA:J“ < whem dUEh P‘nl].uhﬂn Cﬂn“’ Frum'
; " s | Lesson 4: How does Pollution Move through the

* Five weams mvestigate different issues

| Watershed?

Yellow Team: How can metaly entering the Bav harm plaes and aninals Lesson 5: How do Scientists Sl‘l.ld}’ the H“:"'Il}
v in the Bay?
Part 11: Investigating Pollution in the Bay
Green Tean: How can Buv plants and animals be affected by pollutants and its Impacts on the Animals
carted it the Bay b cunf o the land aned other souvces on o Lesson 1: Bay Scientist Simulation
pofit soieve pallupion®
Part I11: Bringing it all Together

Lesson 1: Bay Scientist’s Symposium

Lessen 2: What You Can do to Protect the Bay

Urange Team: How can some of the pollatants enteping the Bav throush
warsteweters affect the planes and animals fiving in the By

Red Team: What tupes of pellunants enter the Bay thrvngh vivers and

; ; ; . \ ; For further i font on frow fo bril
frenn cenr these podlatants borm the plawes and animals lving e the Bav? ' or further informati 20 bring

BALICAS

Blue Team: Howcan the activittes of hoaters and mearinas affece the Tealth ta your classroom please contact:
af planis and animals Ihire e the Bav? M5, EH‘gEHm’ Marks
Director of Policy and Publications

The research team’ task is to define the problem, conduct their Audubon Society of Rhode Island

research, pather data, analyze the data and develop a report, Phone: 401-231- 6444
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The chill of winter will soon give way to the warmth of spring. And it’s not too soon to begin planning for the
boating season. Harbormasters are important contacts for information on recréational boating and many other harbor
management issues. To learn more contact your local harbormaster listed below,

Rhode Island Harbor Masters

Listines effective March, 2001
All phone numbers are in the 40 1 code

Municipality Harbormaster Phone Number Police Department!
Barrington John Lazzaro 437-3930

Bristol Joe Cabral 253-1700 253-6900
Charlestown Len Cabral 364-6810 364-1212

Cranston Carl Hjerpe 785-2329 042-2211

East Greenwich Jim Cullen 447-1348 886-6840

East Providence Ron Mathers 433-3166 435-7600
Jamestown sSam Paterson 423-7262 423-1212

Little Compton Ronald Coffey 635-2311

Middletown Jay Perry 846-1144

Narragansett Luther Freethy T89-7653 T89-1091

New Shoreham Larry Constantine 466-3204 466-3220

Newport Timothy Mills 848-6492 847-1212

North Kingstown Mark Knapp 294-3316 (x 255) 294-3311

Pawtucket weneeen PAWINCKeL does not have a harbormaster........... ey
Portsmouth Scott Travis 683-0300 I
Providence Steve Barraducel 272-3121 (x 2410) \
South Kingstown Barry Ennis T83-3321

Tiverton Phil Lapointe 624-3796 624-9611 ‘
Warren Chris DeCosta 245-6341 245-1311

Warwick Bob Carr 738-2000 (x 6819)  737-2244 1
Westerly Larry Stedman 596-2022

! In several municipalities the harbormaster’s phone number 15 also the Jocal police department phone number. In cases
where a separate harhormaster office and phone number is mamtained, police department phone numbers are also listed o
provide 24-hour emergeney response,
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Council Members
Michael M. Tikoian, Chairman
Robert Ellis Smith, Vice Chair
Senator Dennis L. Algiere
Pamela Pogue
Jerry Sahagian
Representative Eileen S. Naughton
George N. DiMuro
Paul E. Lemont
Representative Paul E. Moura
Peter J. Troy
Senator Patrick McDonald
Turner C. Scoft
Joseph R. Paolino
David Abedon
Neill Gray
Jan Reitsma, Director, DEM

Grover J. Fugate, Executive Director
Goldman and Biafore, Legal Counsel

Contact Us!

Coastal Resources Managernent Councl
Stedman Government Cantar
4508 Tower Hill Road
Wakeheld, Rl 02873
Phone: 401-T83-3370
Fan: 401-Ta3-3767
E-miail: o_slaffi@crme.slate ri us

“Our frolicy @ to fresenve, frrotect, develofy, and where

Phaoto: Tracy Dudek, CRM(
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